
 

 
 

London Drugs Oral Health Screening now an Official Program in Pharmacy  
After Successful First-ever Pilot 

 
BC Oral Cancer Prevention Program, College of Dental Surgeons of BC and College 

of Dental Hygienists of BC support initiative with 15 locations scheduled for 2016  
 

 
APRIL 21, 2016 Richmond, B.C. – Following a successful pilot and first ever oral 
cancer screening in pharmacy in 2015, London Drugs is committed to bringing the 
clinics to more locations and will be offering oral health screening clinics at 15 
locations in Metro Vancouver between April 25 and May 18, 2016.  
 
“What began as a three clinic trial with a dental professional in collaboration with our 
pharmacists in April 2015, quickly grew to 12 clinics in a matter of weeks, during our 
first ever attempt at this program,” explains John Tse, vice president pharmacy, 
London Drugs. “There is clearly demand for the oral screening and continued need for 
awareness of oral cancer and oral cancer prevention.”   
 
Oral cancer is the sixth most common cancer in the world with approximately three 
people dying of oral cancer every day in Canada. Early detection is crucial. Most oral 
cancers are diagnosed late when the survival rate is poor.  
 
“Easy, accessible, affordable access to oral cancer screening is a major step toward 
early detection and recommended follow up testing with a dentist when necessary,” 
says Tse.  
 
The BC Oral Cancer Prevention Program, the College of Dental Surgeons of BC and 
the College of Dental Hygienists of BC have provided enthusiastic feedback and 
support of the collaboration between London Drugs pharmacy and the dental 
professionals who will be administering the oral cancer screening.      
 
Conducting the screenings is Registered Dental Hygienist Stacey Rhodes-Nesset. 
Rhodes-Nesset holds positions as a Clinical Instructor in the Dental Hygiene Degree 
Program, Department of Oral Biological and Medical Sciences Faculty of Dentistry, 
UBC; and is a Clinical Dental Hygienist with the Dentistry-Oral Oncology Department. 
Rhodes-Nesset will be accompanied by accomplished dentist, Dr. Ken Neuman, 
member of the UBC Faculty of Dentistry and listed as one of the top 100 influential 
dental educators in North America.  
 
 “London Drugs’ clinics bring incredible awareness to oral cancer screening and the 
importance of early detection,” says Dr. Ken Neuman. “The best way to monitor your 
oral health is to work with your dental care provider either at the dental office or at a 

http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/professional-resources/oral
http://www.londondrugs.com/
http://www.londondrugs.com/oralscreening.html?utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=LondonDrugs
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/professional-resources/oral
http://www.dentistry.ubc.ca/
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screening clinic such as the one offered at London Drugs. This program is especially 
popular among individuals who might not regularly visit a dentist.” 
 
London Drugs’ Patient Care Pharmacists will be available to discuss smoking 
cessation counselling and HPV vaccination which along with alcohol consumption are 
risk considerations for oral cancer. 
 
Awareness required for more than just tobacco users - also those with other 
substance inhalers and other chewing and smoking behaviours. 
 
With smoking being a major cause of oral cancer, the screening program is a 
significant opportunity for London Drugs to continue to target and bring awareness to 
tobacco users and is an important component of London Drugs’ overall smoking 
cessation program. And it’s not just tobacco users that need to be concerned. 
 
The risk of oral cancer increases by exposing the mouth to carcinogenic chemicals, 
either during inhalation while smoking – cigarettes, cigar, pipe, bidis – or through 
direct contact while chewing tobacco products – betel quid, paan masala, gutka. 
 
 
The Canadian Cancer Society statistics indicate approximately 4,400 Canadians will 
be diagnosed with oral cancer this year and many more will be diagnosed with 
dysplasia (pre-cancer). The risk of oral cancer is about 5 to 10 times greater among 
smokers than non-smokers and this risk is further increased for those who drink 
alcohol.  
 
 
Screening Clinic Process 
 
During the screening clinic, dental professionals will conduct a simple head and neck 
exam and an intra-oral assessment using the VELscope® Vx Enhanced Oral 
Assessment System to help detect for oral tissue abnormalities. Using a blue-
spectrum light to fluoresce the oral mucosa and detect any tissues that aren’t 
apparent or not visible to the naked eye, the VELscope® will aid in the early 
identification of lesions potentially at risk for oral pre-cancer. Patients who enroll in the 
oral health screening clinic are asked to fill out an evaluation form that asks questions 
about tobacco use and other pertinent questions. An evaluation summary will be 
provided to the patient once the screening is completed and patients with atypical 
issues will be recommended to visit Next Gen Oral Prevention and Screening 
Community Clinic. 

Booking an appointment 

Interested participants are asked to contact their local London Drugs pharmacy. The 
clinic appointment costs $25 with $5 donated to the BC Oral Cancer Prevention 
Program. All clinics will be offered between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. London Drugs 

http://www.cancer.ca/en/cancer-information/cancer-type/oral/statistics/?region=on
http://www.velscope.com/velscope-products/velscope/
http://www.velscope.com/velscope-products/velscope/
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will be offering the oral cancer screening clinics at the following locations. 

April 25 – 710 Granville Street, Vancouver, B.C. 
April 26 – Guildford Town Centre, Surrey, B.C. 
April 27 – 2091 West 42nd Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. 
April 28 – 5639 Victoria Drive, Vancouver, B.C. 
May 2 – 5237 – 48th Avenue, Delta, B.C. 
May 3 – 15355 – 24th Avenue, White Rock, B.C. 
May 4 – 11666 Steveston Highway, Richmond, B.C. 
May 5 – Morgan Crossing, Surrey, B.C. 
May 9 – 555 Sixth Street, New Westminster, B.C. 
May 10 – 20202 66th Avenue, Langley, B.C. 
May 11 – Lougheed Town Centre, Burnaby, B.C. 
May 12 – 22709 Lougheed Highway, Maple Ridge, B.C. 
May 16 – 2032 Lonsdale Avenue, North Vancouver, B.C. 
May 17 – 525 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. 
May 18 – 2230 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. 

More information can be found here: http://www.londondrugs.com/oralscreening.html  
 
ABOUT LONDON DRUGS 
Founded in 1945, B.C.-based London Drugs has 79 stores in more than 35 major 
markets throughout British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba including 
its online store www.londondrugs.com. London Drugs offers consumers a range of 
products from digital cameras and cosmetics to computers and televisions. 
Renowned for its creative approach to retailing, the company employs more than 
7,500 people with pharmacy and health care services being the heart 
of its business. Committed to innovation and superior customer service, London 
Drugs has established itself as a reputable and caring company and continues to 
position itself for future growth and development. @LondonDrugs 
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For more information about the oral health screening at London Drugs, to speak to 
Stacey Rhodes-Nesset, RDH, Dr. Ken Neuman, or John Tse, vice president 
pharmacy, London Drugs, please contact: 
 
Wendy Hartley 
Wendy@Hartleypr.com  
604-817-2758 
 
Cynnamon Schreinert 
cynnamon@hartleypr.com 
604-802-2733 
 

http://www.londondrugs.com/oralscreening.html
http://www.londondrugs.com/
https://twitter.com/LondonDrugs
mailto:Wendy@Hartleypr.com
mailto:cynnamon@hartleypr.com

